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BOOK REVIEWS 

Grace H. Cameron, R.N., Department Editor 

The Psychology of Nursing. By Aileen Cleveland Higgins, A.B., 
R.N. (Mrs. John Archibald Sinclair) . G. P. Putnam's Sons, New 
York and London. Price, $2.50. 

We have at last a practical textbook on psychology written 
especially for nurses. Many students come into the nursing schools 
with no knowledge whatever of this subject. During the first year 
psychology can be studied with inestimable benefit if the simple, 
practical lessons of this textbook are followed. The author has de- 
veloped a plan of study that will appeal to the student. She indi- 
cates five types of nurses in training and five types of patients. Each 
type is given a name as an individual. The nurses are admitted as 
probationers. In their hospital experience they come in contact with 
Mr. Andrews, Mrs. O'Brien and the others, and the "Conscious 
Forces," "Human Adjustments," "Instincts," "Habits," "Memory," 
and all the other divisions of "The Science of the Mind" are, as it 
were, personally experienced. At the end of each chapter are Ques- 
tions for Study ; a list of References ; and Questions for Re-education. 
These last are for each student to answer for herself. Some of the 
questions are: "What faults do I admit I possess?" "How does re- 
sponsibility affect me?" "Why do I wish to become a nurse?" "Why 
do I get on better with some patients than with others?" As psychol- 
ogy is being taught each year by an increasing number of nursing 
schools, this excellent textbook will be found of definite value. 

American Red Cross Work Among the French People. By Fisher 
Ames, Jr. The Macmillan Company, New York City. Price, 
$2.00. 

This is the fifth volume, issued under the auspices of the Red 
Cross, relating in a general fashion the activities of that splendid 
organization in Europe, during and immediately following the World 
War. The wide scope of the work and the broad character of Red 
Cross efforts may not have been fully appreciated by the majority of 
the people in this country who contributed so generously to its call. 
The present account of the work done in France is written with vigor 
and understanding. After reading this book, one can, at least in part, 
comprehend the effort France is making to hold Germany to the full 
payment of the prescribed indemnities. The despoiling of homes; 
the extermination of fruit trees; the utter destruction of all manu- 
facturing buildings and machinery; the flooding of mines; the 
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scrapping of mining equipment ; and the complete devastation of the 
country, is brought anew to our minds while reading this account of 
the untiring struggle of the relief workers in their efforts to help a 
courageous people. 

Balliere's Nurses' Complete Medical Dictionary. Edited by Con- 
stance M. Douthwaite. William Wood & Company, 51 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. Price, $1.25. 

This small volume was originally compiled by Theresa Bryan, an 
English nurse, and this second edition is revised by another member 
of the London League of Nurses. It is something more than a dic- 
tionary. The chief symptoms of different diseases are noted; the 
nursing treatment and often the medical treatment is indicated. 
There is a section giving symptoms and treatment of acute poisonings ; 
tables of weights and measures, abbreviations, etc. The definitions 
are complete and comprehensive. It is a suitable book for the nurse's 
handbag. 

Chemistry for Public Health Students. By E. Gabriel Jones, 
M.Sc, F.I.A. E. P. Dutton & Company, New York City. 
The author, a lecturer in the University of Liverpool, has com- 
piled this textbook from work sheets and notes of lectures provided 
for students preparing for the diploma in Public Health. The course 
covers volumetric analysis ; analysis of milk, butter, margarines, vari- 
ous foods, water, and air; methods of preserving foods; and use and 
preparation of disinfectants and solutions. 

The Control op Sex Infections. By J. Bayard Clark, M.D. The 
Macmillan Company, New York City. Price, $1.25. 
Dr. Clark, in a few chapters, shows what may be done toward 
the elimination of these infections, and, as the first step is proper 
knowledge, he discusses the cause, prevention and care of these dis- 
eases. The importance of the early teaching of children is empha- 
sized, and man's obligation to society is indicated. 

School and Home Cooking. By Carlotta C. Greer. Allyn and Ba- 
con, Boston, New York, and Chicago. Price, $1.60. 
A textbook for the public school, primarily. However, it could 
be used to advantage wherever cooking is taught, as many details of 
the work are carefully explained and related subjects taken up. The 
subject matter is so clearly and systematically expressed that dicta- 
tion is not necessary, the textbook taking the place of a notebook. 



